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What You’ll Learn

● The many types of programming inspired by the 
Tower Gardens 

● How to increase civic engagement by addressing 
food insecurity issues

● How your library can reach across cultural, age, 
language, and economic barriers to engage your 
community 



GOALS

Homegrown Gwinnett

1. Offer STEAM programming for 
diverse audiences

2. Develop Community partnerships
3. Donate produce to those in need
4. Provide nutrition education
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Amanda Dew Manning grows 
and cooks elegant, tasty, healthy 
food. She shares her knowledge 
and love of “all things culinary” 
through education - combining 
spectacular sensory experiences 
with stories of food culture and 
the pleasures of the table.

Amanda is a Garden Chef at the 
Atlanta Botanical Garden and 
teaches cooking classes at Sur 
La Table, Whole Foods Market 
and for private events.
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Customer Survey Results

Source: 2017 GCPL Customer Survey

Did today’s program offer 
you/your child a practical 
understanding of a science 
or nutrition principle?



Customer Survey Results

Source: 2017 GCPL Customer Survey

Would you attend another 
program featuring the 
Tower Gardens?



My Branch is Better Prepared to:

Provide a program or service that addresses community needs:                    
93.5% agree or strongly agree

Develop and maintain ongoing relationships with partners:                             
96.8% agree or strongly agree

Share knowledge and other resources as an active contributor to problem 
solving in the community                                                                                           

90.3% agree or strongly agree

Source: 2017 GCPL Internal Staff Survey



100%
Percentage of community partners who agree or strongly agree that the library 
offers programs, services or resources that address community needs, and the 

library is an active contributor to problem solving in the community.

Source: 2017 GCPL Community Partner Survey











Thank You!

Visit us at www.gwinnettpl.org

Follow us @gwinnettlibrary

Meg Wilson
mwilson@gwinnettpl.org


